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Foreward from the Principal
Dear Friends,

Thank you for taking the time to considering how your church might support
the work of Spiritus College.

Spiritus College exists to form, equip and encourage people for Christian
ministry, discipleship and service. Across the South West and beyond, we
help train ordinands, licensed lay ministers, chaplains, spiritual directors, lay
leaders and those who simply want to deepen their faith and understanding
of God'’s call upon their lives.

This work is only possible because of the generosity, prayer and
encouragement of churches, individuals and partners who believe in
theological education that is faithful, prayerful, accessible and rooted in the
life of the Church.

Annual giving from churches can make a huge difference. It enables us to
support students financially, develop new pathways of learning, strengthen
our chaplaincy provision, and ensure that cost is not the barrier that prevents
someone from responding to God’s call. We are deeply committed to
supporting all students as far as we are able, especially those for whom
finance may otherwise make training feel impossible.

St Paul reminds us that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9.7).
Christian giving is never simply about meeting a budget. It is an act of faith,
hope and partnership. It is a way of saying that we believe God is still calling
people, still equipping the Church, and still sending disciples into the world to
serve with courage, wisdom and compassion.
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A collection for Spiritus College is therefore an investment in people. It is an
investment in future priests, deacons, lay ministers, chaplains, spiritual
directors and Christian leaders. It is an investment in parishes, schools,
hospitals, prisons, workplaces and communities where those students will go
on to serve.

We know that many churches face financial pressures of their own, and so we
receive every gift with gratitude whether large or small because your support
makes a real and lasting difference.

Thank you for standing with us Iin prayer, encouragement and generosity.
Together, led by the Holy Spirit, we can continue to form and support those
whom God is calling to serve His Church and His world.

With gratitude and every blessing,

The Revd Dr Lucy Larkin
Principal, Spiritus College
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For use by churches, PCCs, clergy, churchwardens and service leaders
Purpose of the pack

This pack gives churches everything needed to hold an occasional annual
collection for Spiritus College during a Sunday service. It can be used on a
Vocation Sunday, Education Sunday, a patronal festival, Trinity Sunday,
Pentecost, or any Sunday when the parish wishes to give thanks for Christian
formation and ministry.

Spiritus College, formerly SWMTC, has served the Church and wider
Christian community in the South West for nearly 50 years, training clergy
and lay people in theology and preparing them for ministry in many settings.
Its work includes the formation of priests, deacons, Licensed Lay Ministers,
lay learners and independent students. Spiritus provides high quality part
time, Christ centred, world engaging and rooted in local communities.

1. Suggested title for the appeal

Giving_thanks for those who teach, learn and serve

An annual parish collection in support of Spiritus College
Alternative titles

Forming people for God’s mission

Supporting the next generation of Christian ministry

Training today'’s disciples for tomorrow’s Church
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From calling to service

2. Core appeal message

Spiritus College has, over many years, trained thousands of people in
theology, discipleship and ministry. Many of those who serve faithfully in our
churches and communities today have been shaped by theological education
of this kind. They include Licensed Lay Ministers, distinctive deacons, priests,
chaplains, independent students, and lay people seeking to deepen their
faith.

The Church needs people who are prayerful, theologically rooted, pastorally
wise and able to serve in the real life of local communities. Spiritus College
exists to help form such people. It provides part time theological education
and formation for lay and ordained ministry, rooted in the South West, but
serving the wider Church.

An annual collection gives parishes a simple way to support this vital work. It

Is a way of saying thank you for those who have been trained, while investing
in those whom God is calling now.

3. Suggested parish notice sheet wording

Short notice

Next Sunday we shall be holding a retiring collection in support of Spiritus
College, formerly SWMTC. Spiritus has trained thousands of people in
theology and ministry over many years, including Licensed Lay Ministers,
distinctive deacons and priests. Its work helps form people for faithful
Christian service in our churches and communities. Please give as generously

as you are able.
4
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Longer notice

On Sunday [insert date], we shall hold our annual collection for Spiritus
College. Spiritus College, formerly SWMTC, has served the Church in the
South West for nearly 50 years, training clergy and lay people in theology and
preparing them for ministry in a wide range of settings. Many people serving
in parish life today, including Licensed Lay Ministers, distinctive deacons and
priests, have benefited from theological formation of this kind.

This collection is a practical way of supporting the next generation of
Christian ministry. It helps Spiritus continue to offer theological education
that is Christ centred, rooted in local communities, and attentive to the real
needs of the Church and the world.

4. One minute spoken appeal during the service
Today we are invited to support the work of Spiritus College.

Over many years, Spiritus College, formerly SWMTC, has trained thousands
of people in theology and ministry. Some have gone on to serve as priests,
some as distinctive deacons, some as Licensed Lay Ministers, chaplains,
teachers, pastoral workers and faithful lay disciples in their own churches and
communities.

The Church does not flourish by accident. It needs people who are formed in
prayer, Scripture, theology, pastoral care and mission. Spiritus College helps
provide that formation, especially for people who are learning and training
while continuing to live, work and serve in their local communities.

Our collection today is not simply for an institution. It is for the life of the
Church. It is for those whom God is calling, those who
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are discerning, those who are training, and those who will serve communities
like ours in years to come.

Please give as generously as you are able.

5. Three minute appeal for use before the offertory

Today we are holding a collection for Spiritus College.

Many of us know how important good formation is. People do not simply
become priests, deacons, Licensed Lay Ministers, chaplains or confident lay
disciples overnight. They need teaching, prayer, encouragement, supervision,
worship, challenge, friendship and time. They need space to ask hard
guestions about God, the Church, Scripture, mission and the world we are
called to serve.

Spiritus College, formerly SWMTC, has been doing that work for nearly 50
years. It has trained clergy and lay people in theology and prepared people for
ministry in the Church of England and in other Christian traditions.

Over the years, thousands of people have passed through this kind of
training. Some now serve in parish churches. Some lead worship. Some
preach. Some offer pastoral care. Some serve as chaplains in schools,
hospitals, prisons, workplaces and community settings. Some simply return to
their own churches with a deeper faith and a stronger confidence in the
Gospel.

This matters because the Church needs people who can think deeply, pray
faithfully and serve lovingly. It needs people who can speak of Christ with
humility and hope. It needs people who can care for the wounded, teach the
faith, lead worship, build up congregations and help the Church listen again

for the voice of God.
6
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Our giving today helps support that work. It is an investment in Christian
formation. It is an offering for the future ministry of the Church. It is a way of
giving thanks for those who have taught us, formed us and served us, and of
supporting those whom God is calling next.

So, as we give today, we do so with gratitude, hope and prayer.

6. Suggested introduction before the collection

As we offer our gifts today, we remember the work of Spiritus College, which
helps form people for Christian ministry, discipleship and mission. We give
thanks for all who have been trained in theology over many years, including
Licensed Lay Ministers, distinctive deacons and priests, and we pray for those
now discerning God'’s call.

7. Suggested prayers of intercession

Prayer 1. For vocation

Lord of the Church,

we thank you that you call women and men to follow you in every generation.
Bless all who are discerning a vocation to lay or ordained ministry.

Give them courage to listen, wisdom to test their calling,

and faithful companions on the way.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Prayer 2. For Spiritus College

God of wisdom and truth,

we give thanks for the work of Spiritus College,

for its teaching, worship, formation and care.

Bless its students, tutors, staff, trustees and supporters.
May all who study there grow in faith, deepen in love,
and be equipped to serve your Church and your world.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Prayer 3. For lay and ordained ministry

Servant Lord,

we thank you for priests, deacons, Licensed Lay Ministers, chaplains,
pastoral workers, teachers and all who serve in your name.
Strengthen those whose ministry is hidden, costly or tiring.

Renew in them the joy of your Gospel,

and make them signs of your compassion and hope.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Prayer 4. For the future of the Church

Holy Spirit, giver of life,

raise up people of faith, courage and imagination
to serve your Church in this generation.

Help us to support those who are called,

to encourage those who are learning,

and to rejoice in the gifts you give to your people.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Approved 1 June 2026



T Spiritus

THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

Prayer 5. For the offering

Generous God,

receive the gifts we offer today.

Use them for the building up of your Church,
the deepening of faith,

and the forming of servants for your mission.
May all our giving be an act of thanksgiving,
and all our service be rooted in love.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

8. Collect for Spiritus College

Almighty God,

who calls your people to learn, to serve and to proclaim your Gospel,
bless Spiritus College and all who are formed through its life and teaching.
Give wisdom to its tutors, courage to its students,

and generosity to all who support its work,

that your Church may be strengthened for ministry and mission;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

9. BCP style collect

O Almighty God,

who by thy Holy Spirit dost call thy servants

to the knowledge of thy truth and the service of thy Church;
prosper, we beseech thee, the work of Spiritus College,

and bless all who teach, learn, pray and are formed therein;
that, being rooted and grounded in thy love,

they may faithfully minister thy Gospel

to the glory of thy holy Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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10. Suggested Bible readings

These readings would work well if the appeal is linked to the theme of
vocation, formation or ministry.

Old Testament

Isaiah 6.1 to 8
“Here am |; send me’”

Jeremiah 1.4 to 10
God calls Jeremiah despite his sense of inadequacy.

Psalm

Psalm 119.9 to 16
A prayerful love of God's word.

Psaim 25.1to 9
“Lead me in your truth, and teach me.”

Epistle

Romans 12.1 to 8
Different gifts within the one body.

Ephesians 4.1 to 16
The gifts of ministry are given to build up the body of Christ.

2 Timothy 2.1 to 7
Passing on the faith faithfully.

Gospel
Matthew 9.35 to 38
“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.”
10
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Luke 10.1t0 9
Jesus sends out the seventy.

John 21.15to0 19
“Feed my sheep.”

11. Short sermon outline

Theme
God calls, the Church forms, the people serve.

Opening_thought

Every Christian vocation begins with God'’s call, but it rarely matures alone.
People need encouragement, teaching, correction, prayer and
companionship.

Point 1. God still calls

Use Isaiah 6, Jeremiah 1, Matthew 9 or John 21. God calls ordinary people,
often people who feel inadequate. The Church’s task is not to invent
vocation, but to recognise it, test it and nurture it.

Point 2. Formation matters

Good ministry needs more than enthusiasm. It needs Scripture, prayer,
theology, pastoral wisdom and spiritual maturity. Spiritus College helps
provide this formation for lay and ordained people.

Point 3. The whole Church benefits

When one person is formed well, many people are blessed. A trained LLM
may preach for years. A deacon may serve the vulnerable. A priest may
accompany people through baptism, marriage, iliness, death and resurrection
hope. A lay student may return to parish life with fresh confidence and
deeper faith. 11
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Closing_appeal

Our giving today supports not only students, but the future life of the
Church. It is a practical act of hope.

12. Suggested 500 word sermon section to insert into a
Sunday sermon

There is a temptation to think that Christian ministry simply happens because
someone is willing but willingness matters, of course it does. Isaiah says,
“Here am I; send me.” Peter, even after failure, is told by the risen Christ,
“Feed my sheep.” The disciples are sent out with little more than trust,
courage and the peace of Christ. But willingness still needs forming.

The Church has always known this. Those who are called need to be shaped
by Scripture, prayer, worship, theology, pastoral care and the life of the
community. Christian ministry is not just doing religious jobs but far more
importantly it is learning how to serve in the name of Christ, with the mind
of Christ and the compassion of Christ.

That is why the work of places such as Spiritus College continues to be so
important. Spiritus College, formerly SWMTC, has trained people for ministry
and theological understanding over many years. It has helped form Licensed
Lay Ministers, distinctive deacons, priests, chaplains and lay people who
simply wanted to go deeper in faith. Its own story speaks of serving the
Church and communities of Devon and Cornwall for nearly 50 years, training
clergy and lay people in theology and preparing them for ministry.

This kind of formation is often quiet work and it rarely makes headlines but it
bears fruit in pulpits, schools, hospitals, homes, prisons, villages, towns,
armed forces and parishes. It bears fruit when someone preaches with care. It
bears fruit when someone sits with the grieving. It bears fruit when someone
teaches the faith to children. It bears fruit when a deacon reminds the Church
that the poor and the forgotten are not at the edge of the Gospel, but close
to its heart.

12
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13. Pew leaflet text

Front page
Supporting Spiritus College
Forming people for theology, ministry and mission

Today'’s collection supports Spiritus College, formerly SWMTC, has trained
thousands of people in theology and ministry over many years.

Its students have included Licensed Lay Ministers, distinctive deacons,
priests, chaplains, independent students and lay people seeking to deepen
their Christian faith.

The Church needs people who are deeply rooted in Scripture, prayer and
theology. It needs people who can preach, teach, care, listen, lead worship,
serve communities and share the hope of Christ.

What your gift supports. Your giving helps support:

Theological education

Formation for lay and ordained ministry

Training for Licensed Lay Ministers, chaplains, spiritual directors, deacons and
priests

Support for independent students with bursaries

The wider mission and ministry of the Church

A new generation of Christian disciples and leaders

13
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Prayer

Lord God,

bless all who teach, learn and serve through Spiritus College.
Form your people in wisdom, faith and love,

and send them out to serve your Church and your world,;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please give generously

Thank you for supporting Spiritus College and the future ministry of the
Church.

For more information, visit Spiritus College
www.spirituscollege.ac.uk

14. Poster text

Support Spiritus College

Forming people for God’s mission
Annual parish collection
Sunday [insert date]

Spiritus College has trained thousands of people in theology and ministry,
including Licensed Lay Ministers, distinctive deacons, priests and lay
disciples.

Your gift helps support theological education, Christian formation and the
future ministry of the Church.

Please give generously.

14
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15. Social media posts

Facebook post

This Sunday we are holding a collection for Spiritus College, formerly
SWMTC.

Spiritus has trained thousands of people in theology and ministry over many
years, including Licensed Lay Ministers, distinctive deacons, priests, chaplains
and lay people seeking to deepen their faith.

Please support this important work of Christian formation and help invest in
the future ministry of the Church.

Shorter post

This Sunday’s collection supports Spiritus College, helping form people for
theology, ministry and mission. Please give generously as we support the next
generation of Christian service.

X or short announcement

This Sunday we are supporting Spiritus College, which helps form people for
theology, ministry and mission. Please give generously as we invest in the
future ministry of the Church.

15
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